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DICK ADDRISI (Jul. 4, 1941 – Oct. 14, 2025) The singer-
songwriter passed away at age 84. He was best known 
for his collaboration with older brother, Don Addrisi, as 
the pop duo The Addrisi Brothers. , which began in the 
late ‘50s with their first single, “Cherrystone”, reaching 
No. 62 on the Billboard Hot 100 in 1959. Their most 
significant success was with the pop standard “Never 
My Love”. The Brothers also achieved some success 
as recording artists, until Don’s death from cancer 
(1984) at age 45. Their music was recorded by Grant 
Green, George Shearing, Don Sebesky, Bud Shank, The 
Manhattan Transfer and Cal Tjader.

TONY BIANCO (May 24, 1953 – Sep. 14, 2025) Based 
in Europe since the early ’90s, the NYC-born drummer 
died at age 72 in the UK. His father was a drummer and 
his grandfather a guitarist, leading to immersion in the 
NYC jazz scene. He played with Edgar Winter and Pat 
Benatar, was exposed to avant garde music by bassist 
Lloyd Mair Jr. and early on met, played and recorded 
with his lifelong mentor, NEA Jazz Master Dave 
Liebman. Bianco moved to Berlin, becoming a part of 
the free-jazz scene there, developing his own unique 
rhythmic concepts, later relocating to the UK, where he 
worked with the quartet Sentient Beings and in a duo 
with violinist Faith Brackenbury. Bianco had his own or 
collaborative albums on Emanem, 33 Records, SLAM, 
Red Toucan, FMR, Ayler, MoonJune and Discus Music.

BOB DRAGA (Sep. 23, 1947 – Sep. 23, 2025) The 
clarinetist-tenor saxophonist, who regularly performed 
on the jazz festival circuit, died on his birthday at age 
78. Draga was profiled in the book Jazz Beat: Notes on 
Classical Jazz (Lew Shaw) and had several leader dates 
since the ’90s. He worked with The Garden Avenue 
Seven (his 1985 recording debut), Paulette Pepper, Titan 
Hot Seven and others.

HERB GARDNER (1938 – Sep. 23, 2025) Primarily 
a trombonist, but also proficient as a pianist, vocalist 
and songwriter, Gardner, whose career spanned six 
decades, died at age 87. A gig at the Metropole in NYC 
launched his career. Though he never led a session 
under his own name, he recorded steadily since early 
‘70s, from one of his first sideman dates in 1971 (The 
Spirit of Condon with Eddie Condon, two years before 
Condon died) to Earl “Fatha” Hines, Spiegle Willcox, 
Wild Bill Davison, Vince Giordano, Dick Voigt, Jim 
Cullum, Al “Jazzbeaux” Collins and Leon Redbone. 
He also played with the New Black Eagle Jazz Band. 
As an educator, Gardner taught instrumental music 
to emotionally disturbed children at the Mt. Pleasant 
Cottage School in Pleasantville, NY. He also served as 
the Director of Music for the NYC Board of Education.

SEAN GOURLEY (Dec. 31, 1963 – Oct. 8, 2025) The 
guitarist and Frank Sinatra/Nat “King” Cole-influenced 
singer died unexpectedly in his sleep at age 61. Son of 
St. Louis-born, France-based guitarist Jimmy Gourley 
(1926-2008), who in the ‘50s worked with Lee Konitz 
and Gigi Gryce, Sean was born in Paris and became a 
member of the Five O’Clock Jazz Quartet. He recorded 
with his father (Board the Straight Ahead Express, 2004) 
and worked with Madeleine Peyroux, Toots Thielemans, 
Barney Wilen, Eddy Louiss, René Urtreger, Steve Potts, 
and Rhoda Scott.

THEO JÖRGENSMANN (Sep. 29, 1948 – Oct. 6, 2025)  
The German clarinetist, who died at age 77, was 
recognized for his contributions to the clarinet 
renaissance in jazz and improvised music, often 
amplifying his clarinet. His first major public 
appearance was at the 1972 Frankfurt Jazz Festival 
as a member of the Contact Trio. In 1975, he founded 
Clarinet Contrast, a quartet consisting solely of clarinets. 
The multiple clarinet theme was a concept he would 
occasionally revisit throughout his career, performing 
and recording with John Carter, Perry Robinson, 

Gianluigi Trovesi, Ernst-Ludwig Petrowsky and Bernd 
Konrad. He also had his own or collaborative albums 
on AKM (his leader debut: In Time, 1976-77), Europhon, 
MPS, CMP, ReEntry, Konnex, Kip, hatOLOGY, Not 
Two, Fenommedia, PrintersGroove, Nemu, ForTune, 
Jazzwerkstatt and Plus Timbre.

ARTIE KAPLAN (Oct. 28, 1935 – Oct. 11, 2025) The 
Brooklyn-born session musician, songwriter, sometime 
music contractor and producer, who played saxophone, 
clarinet, flute and piccolo, died at age 90. Kaplan was 
active across many genres, and his saxophone solos can be 
heard on pop/rock tracks including “The Locomotion” 
(Little Eva), “Breaking Up Is Hard to Do” (Neil Sedaka) 
and “Mandy” (Barry Manilow). As a session musician 
he played on over 150 Top 10 songs. Kaplan’s credits 
also include Nat Adderley, Mongo Santamaria, Astrud 
Gilberto, Albert Dailey, Deodato, Lonnie Liston Smith 
and TS Monk, alongside his own albums for Hopi and 
AKP.

NOBUO KUBOTA (Jun. 27,1932 – Sep. 30, 2025) The 
Canadian alto saxophonist and multi-instrumentalist 
died at age 93. Kubota earned a degree in architecture 
from the University of Toronto and practiced architecture 
for about ten years before fully turning to music and 
art, best known for blending multiple media: sculpture, 
performance and video, exploring the intersection 
of sound and visual form. He was part of the Artists 
Jazz Band and the Canadian Creative Music Collective 
(CCMC).

JIM MCNEELY (May 18, 1949 – Sep. 26, 2025) With a 
career spanning more than five decades, the pianist, 
composer, arranger and educator, died at age 76. In 1978 
he joined the Thad Jones-Mel Lewis Big Band, which 
would become the Vanguard Jazz Orchestra (VJO); he 
was mentored by music director Bob Brookmeyer, which 
led to composing for big band repertoire, particularly for 
VJO’s Monday night performances. He served as chief 
conductor of the DR Big Band in Copenhagen, Denmark 
(1998-2002), and later as chief conductor of the Hessischer 
Rundfunk Big Band in Frankfurt, Germany (2010-22) 
in addition to collaborations with the WDR Big Band 
(Cologne), UMO Helsinki Jazz Orchestra, Stockholm 
Jazz Orchestra, The Metropole Orchestra and the Swiss 
Jazz Orchestra. As an educator he taught at Manhattan 
School of Music, William Paterson University and New 
York University, and was longtime music director for 
the BMI Jazz Composers Workshop. Performer credits 
include Ted Curson, Stan Getz, Nick Brignola, Rufus 
Reid, Art Farmer, Slide Hampton, Dave Liebman, John 
Handy, Phil Woods, Steve LaSpina, Martin Wind and 
many others.

JOEL MOSS (May 11, 1946 – Sep. 15, 2025) The 
GRAMMY-winning record producer and sound engineer, 
died at age 79 in Saratoga Springs, NY. At age 12 he was 
performing professionally with folk groups and when 
folk music’s popularity waned, Moss became a sound 
engineer and producer for Detroit rock and roll bands. 
After moving to LA in 1969, he would eventually become 
executive director and chief engineer of The Record Plant 
Recording Studios in 1986. In 1990 he moved to NYC 
and in 2000 joined Sh-K-Boom Records (later Ghostlight 
Records) as a sound engineer and mixer, relocating to 
Saratoga Springs, NY, where he served as a writer, sound 
designer and archivist for Caffè Lena. Moss’ many credits 
include João Gilberto, Herbie Hancock, Hamid Drake, 
McCoy Tyner, Randy Brecker, Bill Evans, Harry Connick 
Jr., Toots Thielemans, Joe Henderson, Tony Bennett, Dee 
Dee Bridgewater, Shirley Horn, Milt Jackson, Buddy 
Rich, Clayton Brothers, Bill Charlap, Clayton-Hamilton 
Jazz Orchestra and Renee Rosnes.

HANS VAN OOSTERHOUT (Apr. 21, 1965 – Oct. 6, 
2025) The Dutch drummer died at age 60 after a long 
struggle with Parkinson’s disease. Upon his graduation 

from Rotterdam Conservatory, he was offered a 
teaching position there. In addition to playing with 
Jack van Poll, Philip Catherine Quartet and Hein van de 
Geyn, he appeared on collaborative albums released by 
A-Records and Challenge, with credits including Mark 
Murphy, Spike Robinson, Bobby Watson, Dick De Graaf, 
Jacques Schwarz-Bart and Lionel Loueke.

ABBEY RADER (Oct. 14, 1943 – Sept. 30, 2025) The 
Bronx-raised drummer, whose bandleader father 
introduced him to drumming early in life, died at age 
81. From the mid ’70s to the late ’80s, Rader lived and 
performed in Europe, returning to the US in 1989 and 
settling in South Florida. He performed and recorded 
with Dave Liebman and Peter Kuhn, and also worked 
for nearly five years with violinist Billy Bang in The Jazz 
Doctors. He had albums on his own Abray, as well as 
IRI, Sweet Dragon and Cadence Jazz.

STEVE REID (Nov. 14, 1955 – Sep. 24, 2025) The 
percussionist, whose career began in the ’70s, died at 
age 68 in LA. A founding member of The Rippingtons, 
he was known for performing on many nonstandard 
percussion instruments (including seed pods, bells, 
chimes, bird calls, global drums). Reid’s credits include 
Miles Davis, Frank Gambale, Russ Freeman, Pocket 
Change, Stanley Jordan, Brian Bromberg and Dave Koz.

VOJISLAV SIMIĆ (Mar. 18, 1924 – Sep.29, 2025) 
The Belgrade-born, Serbian conductor, known by his 
nickname “Bubiša,” died at age 101. Head of the Jazz 
Orkestar Radio-Televizije Beograd (1953-85), his work 
included jazz compositions, traditional liturgical choral 
and orchestral music, ethno-jazz pieces and children’s 
music. His discovery of jazz in his youth was influenced 
by American radio station “AFN,” after Paris’ liberation 
in 1944, which broadcasted jazz music.

JEAN-LOUIS LE VALLÉGANT (Nov.10, 1956 – Oct. 3,  
2025) The French reed player, a specialist in the 
traditional music of Brittany as well as jazz, died at 
age 68. As a saxophone and bombarde player, he often 
applied jazz to folk and street music. Vallégant created 
the project Le Vallégant Noz Unit around 2004, blending 
traditional Breton instrumentation, jazz and electronics. 
In addition to his own albums, his credits include his 
1979 recording debut with legendary French free-jazz 
pianist François Tusques.

ANATOLY VAPIROV (Nov 24, 1947 – Sep. 25, 2025) 
The Ukraine-born saxophonist-clarinetist died at age 
77 in Bulgaria, where he had long-resided. A product 
of Leningrad Conservatory, he was also a cross-genre 
composer who wrote for soundtracks, ballet and 
chamber groups. He recorded with Milcho Leviev, 
Vladimir Tarasov and others and released his own or 
collaborative albums on Leo, AVA and Riva Sound and 
was a member of Fairy Tale Trio, Balkan Influenza, 
Black Sea Trio and New European Saxophone Quartet.

MIKE WOFFORD (Feb. 28, 1938 – Sep. 19, 2025) The 
pianist-composer died at age 87 due to complications 
from hyponatremia. Influenced by Art Tatum and Teddy 
Wilson, by age 19 he was already successfully composing. 
Over a seven-decade career he accrued credits with a wide 
and varied array of musicians and groups. He also scored 
music for TV and film and performed on pop-music 
sessions with Joan Baez, The Jackson 5, John Lennon and 
Cher. In 1964, he was signed by record producer Albert 
Marx to Epic Records, leading to his first solo album, 
Strawberry Wine. Wofford was pianist and conductor 
for Sarah Vaughan (1979-83) and Ella Fitzgerald (1989-
94) and his collaborations with other jazz and pop 
greats include Dizzy Gillespie, Joe Pass, Shelly Manne, 
Kenny Burrell, Zoot Sims, Quincy Jones, James Moody, 
Michel Legrand, Sonny Stitt and Diane Schuur. He also 
had albums on Milestone, Flying Dutchman, Discovery, 
Concord, Nine Winds, Azica and Capri.
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