DICK ADDRISI
SUSAN ALCORN
MARIO ALLARD
URSULA ANDERS

LARRY APPELBAUM
RICHARD APPLEGATE
TONY ARCHER
BILL ASHTON
RONALD ATKINS
BRIAN AVNET
ROY AYERS
GERARD BADINI
JUDY BAILEY
GREG BANDY
CLIFFORD BARBARO
GENE BARGE
DAVE BARGERON
ERIC BARRET
THOMAS BELLINO
STEFANO BENNI
ANDY BEY
TONY BIANCO
RAY BLUE
ALAIN BOUCHET
LILLIAN BOUTTE
JOYCE BREACH
EDDIE BRUHNER
RADCLIFFE “DOUGIE” BRYAN
SASCHA BURLAND
PAT CAPLICE
PEG CARROTHERS
WILLIAM “BILL” CARTER
ADALBERTO CEVASCO
CHANGUITO REMI CHARMASSON
DJAMCHID CHEMIRANI
JOHN COCUZZI
PADDY COLE
PAT COLEMAN
CHRIS CORTEZ
STEVE CROPPER
RAUL DA GAMA
JOE DALEY
FRANCIS DAVIS
WALFREDO DE LOS REYES, SR.
JACK DEJOHNETTE
MATIJA DEDIC
HELIO DELMIRO
FRANK DEMIERO
MARK DEUTSCH
GUIDO DI LEONE

IN MEMORIAM 2025

ABDOULAYE DIABATE

AI'YB DIENG
KLAUS DOLDINGER
JIM DOUGLAS
BOB DRAGA

MARY ANNE DRISCOLL

RAY DRUMMOND
PAUL DUTTON
DAVID ELIAS
FEYA FAKU
CHRIS CORTEZ
JULIEN FAVREUILLE
BART FERMIE
LADISLAV FIDRI
LEOPOLDO FLEMING
HENRI FLORENS
PAUL FONTAINE
JOE FORD
AL FOSTER
GEORGE FREEMAN
HAL GALPER
HERB GARDNER
ANDRE GERAISSATI
DAVID F. GIBSON
FRANK GIBSON
JOE GIGLIO
DANY GIGNOUX
TOMMY GOODMAN
GORDON GOODWIN
TONY GORRUSO
SEAN GOURLEY
BUNKY GREEN
HERB GREENE
MILES GRIFFITH
PETER GRITZ
RAYMOND GUIOT
ARTHUR HAMILTON

THOMAS “BIFF” HANNON

GARY HASSAY
ROB HENKE
MANFRED HERING
LEE HILDEBRAND

WOLFGANG HIRSCHMANN

LAURIE HOLLOWAY

ANTHONY D. HOPKINS

MARTIN HUMMEL
MASARU IMADA
VERONICA ITUARTE
MARK IZU

ANTHONY JACKSON
PETER JACQUES
SVEN-AKE JOHANSSON
SHEILA JORDAN
KRISTIAN JORGENSEN
THEO JORGENSMANN
MANFRED JOSEL
KAZUO “KAZ” KAJIMURA
KAI KANTHAK
ARTIE KAPLAN
DAVID “DILL” KATZ
RAY KELLEY
BRIAN KELLOCK
PAUL KENDALL
SAM KIDD
RICK KIEFER
NANCY KING
TONY KINSEY
BJ@RN KJELLEMYR
JACK KLEINSINGER
JAN KLING
GUY KLUCEVSEK
GUY KOPELOWICZ
MATTI KOSKIALA
IRENEUSZ KOWALEWSKI
NOBUO KUBOTA
CLEO LAINE
JIM LAMPI
LESTER LASHLEY
PETE LAY
JEAN-LOUIS LE VALLEGANT
GERARD LEBIK
ARCHIE LECOQUE
LUCAS LINDHOLM
LUIS LLARIO
RASHID LOMBARD
ROLANDO LOZANO
CARL LUNSFORD
FRANCIS MARMANDE
ERNEST MCCARTY, JR.
JIM MCNEELY
DONALD MACCOURT
FRANCIS MARMANDE
RICK MACWILLIAMS
DUBRAVKO MAJNARIC
ERNEST “STOMPIE” MANANA
CHUCK MANGIONE
TIMOTHY MARQUAND
JOHN MARSHALL

LOIS MARTIN MANFRED SCHUTZ
MARILYN MAZUR JAMES SEDLAR
PETER “BANJO” MEYER ELLEN SEELING
SEI MIGUEL RON SEGUIN
JOHN MILLER JIM SELF
MIKE MILLER MITCHELL SEIDEL
PASQUALE MINIERI JAMSHIED SHARIFI
BILLY MITCHELL JESSE SHARPS
MARTHA MIYAKE PAUL SHEARSMITH
SHARON MOE JOHN SHILLITO
POPS MOHAMED VOJISLAV SIMIC
LOUIS MOHOLO-MOHOLO ELLIOTT SIMON
MATT MONTGOMERY AXEL SKALSTAD
JEAN-CLAUDE MONTREDON EMILIO SOANA
DON MOORE STANISEAW SOJKA
JOEL MOSS JOE SOLDO
JAMIE MUIR JIMMY SOMMERS
MAX NEISSENDORFER DANIEL SOUTIF
MIKE NELSON CHRISTOPH SPENDEL
EDDIE PALMIERI DON STILLE
YURI PARFENOV PAUL STOCKER
JOHNNY PARTH ILSE STORB
HERMETO PASCOAL CHARLES STROUSE
TONY PASSARELL FODAY MUSA SUSO

PEDRO PAULO
BOB PERKINS
ESA PETHMAN
NANNIE PORRES

JONE TAKAMAKI
NINO TEMPO
DANNY THOMPSON
SCOTT H. THOMPSON

ABBEY RADER MIRCEA TIBERIAN
R. A. RAMAMANI AKIKO TSURUGA
BOB RANN VLADIMIR TUROV
MIKE RATLEDGE PHIL UPCHURCH
STEVE REID MICHAE URBANIAK
ROB REICH HANS VAN OOSTERHOUT
CHRISTIAN REIM LUDWIG “LUD” VANTRIKT
HIRAM REMON ANATOLY VAPIROV
CHRISTIAN RENTSCH CHRIS VARGA
VINNIE RICCITELLI TERJE VENAAS
DEMIAN RICHARDSON BOB VENIER
HOWARD RILEY NORMAN MARSHALL VILLENEUVE
BRUNO ROMANI GERHARD VOHWINKEL
STAN RUBIN JITKA VRBOVA
JACK RUMMEL RONNY WHYTE
JOHN RUOCCO DAOUD-DAVID WILLIAMS
GEORGE “DOC” RYAN JOHN WILLIAMS
RODOLFO “POPO” SANCHEZ ARNIE WISE

THOMAS ELLIS SAYERS
LALO SCHIFRIN
SIEGFRIED SCHMIDT-JOOS

MIKE WOFFORD
TETSU YAMAUCHI
LUBOS ZAJICEK

Ivan Farmakovskiy
EPIC POWER

Christian McBride ¢ Jack DeJohnette
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Epic Power
Ivan Farmakovskiy, Christian McBride,
Jack DeJohnette (SteepleChase)

The Russia-born, bred and raised-on-American-jazz,
pianist Ivan Farmakovskiy was a big deal in the late
"90s and early 2000s. Mixing deft keyboard clarity with
impressive inventiveness, Farmakovskiy won the 1997
Europe Jazz Contest in Belgium, played in a number
of ensembles and orchestras (including a quartet with
the late Benny Golson and expatriate trumpeter Valery
Ponomarev), and then traveled to NYC in 2008 to record
Next To The Shadow. That debut album included hard and
post bop selections performed by a quintet that included
countryman, saxophonist Igor Butman, trumpeter Ryan

Kisor, bassist Ugonna Okegwo and drummer Gene
Jackson. His sophomore effort soon followed in 2010
with The Way Home (Butman Music), a Russian quartet
effort with American drummer Donald Edwards.

Epic Power, a trio session recorded that same year
as his second album, has only just recently emerged
on SteepleChase. Somehow it had remained in the
vaults. The question is why, given that Farmakovskiy’s
top-tier rhythm team consisted of renowned bassist
Christian McBride and the recently-deceased Master of
drums, Jack DeJohnnette (1942-2025), whose history
itself spanned generations, with work ranging from
Charles Lloyd, Bill Evans, Miles Davis, Joe Henderson,
Wayne Shorter and Keith Jarrett to John Abercombie,
Joanne Brackeen, Pat Metheny, Gonzalo Rubalcaba,
et al. Based on the sterling results, as if there was any
doubt, this formidable duo came through, providing
the classic bop-disciple with spirited, professional
support through the album’s nine selections, including
originals, derivations of Russian folk tunes, plus a
song from The Beatles. That synergy becomes evident
right away on “Soul Inside Out”, a hard bop excursion
that features the great DeJohnette in fills and a robust
drum solo during Farmakovskiy’s Bud Powell-like
expressions. The ballad, “The Day Before”, is typical
of the pianist-leader’s arrangements, starting quietly

and building up along the way, with McBride having
a typically-melodic solo turn. “Conciliation” follows, a
waltz that has nifty runs tossed around. The pianist’s
stylistic breadth is revealed on “Orange”, a calypso-ish
tune that includes another masterful DeJohnette break.
“And I Love Her” (Paul McCartney), covered by many,
gets an even-slower treatment than Shirley Horn’s lyric-
twisted version, but smolders as much. “Professor” is
a New Orleans-style treat, with Professor Longhair the
obvious object of respect.

Farmakovskiy has since moved to Italy, and has
only recorded once since his 2010 sessions, which was
in 2014 as a member of Russian saxophonist Serge
Golovnya’s quintet (Touching the Sky, Butman Music).
One can find some contemporary live ensemble
performances on YouTube, but in the absence of more,
Epic Power thus becomes the most accessible recorded
testimony to his prowess, blessed by two of America’s
great jazz artists. We can thank Nils Winther and
SteepleChase not only for reintroducing Farmakovskiy,
but also for reminding us just how powerful Jack
DeJohnnette was before his passing on Oct. 26 last year
at age 83: the G.O.A.T. to many critics and fans, he
never phoned it in.

For move info visit steeplechase.dk
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